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“Hope in the midst of Lamentation,
Weeping, and Great Mourning”
My attention was drawn to the uncontrolled and inconsolable wails of the mothers in
Mathew’s account (Matt. 2:3-12) of the Christmas story. The jealous outrage of King Herod
precipitated this. The resulting infanticide of their baby boys threw their mothers into a
deluge of tears and an extended outburst of mourning.
Matthew identified this as the fulfillment of a prophecy of Jeremiah (Jer. 31:15).

“A voice was heard in Ramah,
Lamentation, weeping, and great mourning,
Rachel weeping for her children,
Refusing to be comforted,
Because they are no more”.
Jesus’ entry into human life was fraught with these awkward tensions and human
dilemmas. Hence, this Christmas season, or by extension this year, has been
characterized by many as a time of Lamentation, weeping, and great mourning.
Most of this is consequent upon the negative impact of the Covid 19 Pandemic
on us and the world. In addition, St. Vincent and the Grenadines have had the
added events of the La Soufriere eruption and Dengue Fever Spikes.
Christmas is a sobering reminder of Jesus’ entry into human pain and
dilemmas. In the tragic account (Matthew 2:6-18), an entire village of baby
boys was slaughtered by an insane edict of a jealous leader.
The sad story reminds us of the growing number of children today who
die needlessly due to the sins of adults. The babies of Bethlehem and
many today share a common bond; innocent people suffered due to the
proud and ungodly acts of others.
For so many of us who wail like Rachel over the loss of cherished relatives
and loved ones, Jesus offers particular comfort to you. He is acquainted
with the myriad shapes of human pain and dilemmas.
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Jesus’ concern and care towards our fallen
brokenness beckon us, We PAWI, to find
ways to serve others during this Pandemic.

The role of leadership in this Pandemic
is guiding and ensuring compliance and
adherence to protocols.

Christmas, therefore, is a reminder to
engage the world’s pain. This begs the
question, How can We PAWI minister to
those affected by this painful Pandemic? I
call our constituents to endeavor to be part
of the solution and not contribute to the
problem. Leaders must bring clarity and
not add to the deafening and competing
noise that permeated the verbal response
to this disease.

Christmas also reminds us that “We PAWI”,
like Jesus, must engage the world’s
pain as a community of caregivers.
Covid 19 Pandemic provides numerous
opportunities to demonstrate God’s love.
We can look out for the elders and the most
vulnerable, volunteering and assisting them
with errands, Identifying and responding
to the physical and social needs of the
community. Those with medical training
can make this available in serving others.
The galloping death rate makes occasions
for ministry to the bereaved and grieving.

The application of our love for God remains
a sound guide for us: “Love your neighbor
as you love yourself.” Your health is your
personal responsibility. By taking care of
your health during this Pandemic, you
actually set the conditions that will protect
others. Boosting your immune system
and rigorously adhering to your health
providers’ bonafide recommendations
and protocols are personal and proactive
ways of fighting this war. In doing so, we
are protecting ourselves and indirectly
safeguarding our neighbors. The Pandemic
has shown that what we do profoundly
impacts others negatively or positively.

If you are weeping like Rachel, Christ offers
comfort to you. So, likewise, if you know
someone like Rachel, offer Christ’s comfort
to them.
Morine and I wish you all a Christ-centered
Christmas and a Christ-directed 2022.

Shalom
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